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(19 b2
SUBSTANCES “OF CONCERN Regulatory reference

Req u i reme nts fo r su b Stan ces Minimise the presence and concentration of substances of concern in packaging material
" " components or elements, emissions, waste management products (e.g. secondary raw materials, Article 5.
in pac kag| ng ash or other materials destined for final disposal) and their negative impact on the environment

due to microplastics.

DEADLINES FOR BUSINESSES

From
12 august

A\ 4

@ Packaging in contact with food may not be placed

on the market if it contains PFAS above the following limits:

> 25ppb for each individual PFAS (targeted analysis, polymeric PFAS are excluded);

> 250 ppb for the sum of all PFAS (targeted analysis, other methodologies possible;
polymeric PFAS are excluded);

> 50 ppm for PFAS (including polymeric PFAS); if the total fluorine content exceeds
50 mg/kg, additional evidence must be provided upon request.

' 2026 ' ' 2030 ' ' 2033 '
| | | | | |
By
31 December\
The European Commission, assisted (&)
by the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA),
will submit a report to the European Parliament By By
and the Council on the presence 12 August 12 August
of substances of concern in packaging o . o .
and on possible further measures. The European Commission will assess the need @ The European Commission will
to amend or repeal existing restrictions on assess whether the objective
PFAS to avoid overlap with further regulations. has been effectively achieved.
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Recyclable RECYCLABILITY
All packaging must be recyclable

and designed for recycling.

packaging

: 2028 |—|

Regulatory reference DELEGATED ACTS OR
IMPLEMENTING ACTS

Article 6.

DEADLINES FOR BUSINESSES
From From
1 January 1 January
> >
@@ All packaging must be recyclable within the é@ All packaging must also be collected separately,
following performance grades: sorted and recycled on a large scale.
> A 295%;
> B 280%;
> C270%.
By
2038
All packaging must fall z’.";
within only grades A or B.
2030 '

The European Commission will adopt
delegated acts to establish:

> Design for recycling criteria;

> Recyclability grades.

By
@ 1 January

By

@ 12 August

The European Commission will adopt implementing acts to define:

> Method for assessing recycled material at scale;

> Traceability mechanism to ensure that packaging is actually
recycled on a large scale.

®

| I
I 2035 |—| 2038 I >
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RECYCLED CONTENT Regulatory reference @ DELEGATED ACTS OR

o o
M nimum recyCIed co nte nt All plastic packaging must contain a minimum amount of recycled material.* L tsiddh g e
: H H * Exclusions apply to certain types of packaging (e.g. sensitive to contact
in plastic packaging PPy ypes of packaging (¢.9

with medical devices, sensitive to contact with certain foods, etc.).

Article 7.

DEADLINES FOR BUSINESSES

From From
1 January 1January
G/" Any plastic parts 6/" Any plastic parts
of the packaging: of the packaging:
% SUP 30% % SuUP 65%
Contact-sensitive Contact-sensitive
N N
VR 30% 2o 50%
PET PET
N N
VA 10% AP 25%
Other 35% Other 65%
I 2026 I I 2030 |—| 2032 I I 2040 I >
By
@ 31 December
> Methodology for calculating and verifying By
the percentage of recycled content - 12 February
implementing act;
> Definition of sustainability criteria for The Commission will assess: @
plastic recycling technologies - delegated act; > the feasibility of achieving
> Definition of the methodology for assessing, verifying the 2040 targets;
and certifying the equivalence of standards applied > the use of recycled materials
to post-consumer plastic waste recycled or in non-plastic packaging and,
collected outside the EU - implementing act if appropriate, propose new

measures or targets.
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Certain types of packaging may only be placed on the market Article 9.
if they are compatible with industrial composting standards.

Com postable @ COMPOSTABILITY Regulatory reference

packaging

DEADLINES FOR BUSINESSES

From
12 February

A\ 4

@ The following packaging * must be compostable
(industrial composting):
> permeable tea, coffee or other beverage bags, or soft

after-use system single-serve units that contain tea, *

coffee or another beverage, and intended to be used Member States may decide to extend compostability to other

and disposed of together with the product; types of packaging made of materials other than metal, with
> sticky labels applied to fruit and vegetables. particular reference to non-permeable tea, coffee or other

beverage system single-serve units intended for use in a machi-
ne, and used and disposed of together with the product.

| | | |
| 2026 I | 20238 | >
By
12 February

The Commission will request European
standardisation organisations to prepare
harmonised standards for industrial and
home composting of packaging.
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Packaging @
minimisation

REDUCTION

Reduce the weight and volume of packaging to the minimum necessary
to ensure its functionality, taking into account its shape and the material.

From
12 February

W7

6:9 Packaging for sale (with the exception of packaging

in re-use schemes) must be designed so that empty
space is minimised.*

*

Filling materials - paper scraps, air cushions, bubble
wraps, sponge fillers, foam fillers, wood wool, polystyrene
or Styrofoam chips - are considered “empty space”.

Regulatory reference DELEGATED ACTS OR
IMPLEMENTING ACTS

Articles 10 and 24.

DEADLINES FOR BUSINESSES

From 1 January
(or 3 years after the entry into force of the implementing act)

A 4

6*9 > Packaging designed to minimise weight and volume
(attention to double walls, false bottoms and unnecessary layers);

> Compliance must be demonstrated through technical documentation;

> Grouped, transport and e-commerce packaging (with the exception
of those in re-use circuits) may not have more than 50% empty space.

I I I I I I I
| 2027 | | 2028 | 2030 | | 2032 | >
By By By
12 February @ 12 February 12 February

The European Commission é.)
will request European

standardisation organisations
to develop a standard
methodology for calculating
compliance with packaging
minimisation requirements.

Implementing acts for the é.)

methodology for calculating
the empty space ratio

in grouped, transport and
e-commerce packaging.

The Commission will review the empty space é.}
ratio and assess the possibility of establi-
shing specific proportions for retail sales,
particularly for toys, cosmetics, DIY kits

and electronic products.
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it is made of, with the aim of facilitating the correct disposal of packaging waste by consumers.

. Regulatory reference DELEGATED ACTS OR
Labelllng LABELLING - IMPLEMENTING ACTS
All packaging placed on the market must be marked with a label containing information on the materials Article 12.

of packaging

DEADLINES FOR BUSINESSES

From
12 February **

A\ 4

From Reusable packaging must be
12 August - 5 @ marked with a label informing
@ > All packaging (except transport packaging and packaging that is part of users that the packaging is
a deposit-refund system) must bear harmonised labelling that includes * reusable.
information on the composition of the material in order to facilitate separate .
collection by consumers. or 24 months rE
> A QR code or other digital solutions may be used to provide information after the date or 30 months after the date of entry
on the destination of each component of the packaging. of entry into into force of the implementing act.
> Packaging subject to deposit-refund systems, packaging containing force of the
a percentage of recycled material and packaging containing biobased implementing
plastic must have specific labelling. acts.

| I |
I 2026 |—| 2028 I I 2029 |—| 2030 H

By By
@ 12 August @ 1 January\
> Definition of harmonised labelling, with > DB G e o @
for identifying substances

specifications on labelling requirements *

of concern - Implementing acts.

and formats, including digital systems

- Implementing acts; .

> Methodology for identifying the materials used -
in packaging - Implementing acts; On 13 January 2026, the JRC

> Definition of labelling for packaging subject to (Joint Research Centre) presented
deposit-refund systems, packaging containing a technical proposal on harmonised
a percentage of recycled material and packaging labelling in the EU for separate
containing biobased plastic - Implementing acts. collection.
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Restrictions on use of certain

packaging formats

2027

@

RESTRICTIONS
Certain packaging formats
will not be permitted on the market.

Dal

Regulatory reference

Article 25.

DEADLINES FOR BUSINESSES

1° gennaio

=
>

A\ 4

@) The following single-use plastic packaging will be prohibited:

multipack packaging for bottles, cans, tins, jars and containers (excluding those intended to facilitate handling).

FOR EXAMPLE: film;

for unprocessed fruit and vegetables weighing less than 1.5 kg. FOR EXAMPLE: nets, bags, trays;

for food and beverages filled and consumed in the catering/hospitality sector. Non-plastic flexible packaging is exempt.
FOR EXAMPLE: sachets, tubs, trays;

for individual portions, used in the catering sector.

FOR EXAMPLE: individual portion packaging for condiments, preserves, sauces or sugar;

in the hospitality and accommodation sectors for products intended for individual bookings.

FOR EXAMPLE: shower gel bottles and sachets

Entro il
12 febbraio

Publication of guidelines
clarifying the content

of Annex V, with concrete
examples of exemptions
to the restrictions.

2030

I I I
I I 2032 I >

Entro il
12 febbraio

AN
7

The European Commission @
will assess:
> the positive environmental
impact of the restrictions
and derogations;
> the need to review the
provisions and Annex V;
> the appropriateness of
introducing new restrictions
and/or modifying existing ones.
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A portion of packaging placed on the market Articles 11, 29 and 33.
must be reusable.

Regulatory reference DELEGATED ACTS OR
Reusable @ RE-USE IMPLEMENTING ACTS

packaging

From From
1 January 1 January
From > >
12 February . @ > Final distributors must offer 10% of products for sale @ > At least 70% of all transport packaging
- in reusable packaging formats; must be reusable within a re-use system.
@ Final distributors operating > Transport packaging must be reusable within a re-use system: > At least 25% of grouped packaging in the
in the hospitality sector at least 40% within the EU, 100% within the Member State * ; form of storage and distribution boxes
(excludingimicroenterprises) > All packaging used for transport between production sites (excluding cardboard boxes) must be
and using take-away packaging for specific intra-company operations must be reusable within reusable within a re-use system;
for cold or hot beverages or a re-use system * ; > At least 40% of alcoholic and non-
ready-i;o-eat food imfended 50 > At least 10% of grouped packaging in the form of storage and = alcoholic beverages must be sold to
TTIHEE 12 GOmELm[pen Ls: distribution boxes (excluding cardboard boxes) must be reusable Pallet wrappings and straps are consumers in reusable packaging.
offer consumers the option within a re-use system; exempt from the 100% re-use
of reusable packaging. > At least 10% of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages must be requirement. Please refer to the
sold to consumers in reusable packaging. delegated act of 25 February 2026.
I 2027 H 2028 I I 2030 I I 2034 I I 2040 I >

By
1January
12 February The Commission will assess: é:;)
> the feasibility of achieving
> Delegated act to establish 8{3) the targets;

the minimum number of > the possible extension of re-use

rotations of packaging for it (and refill) requirements to other

to be defined as “reusable”; categories of packaging.

> The Commission will publish
guidelines on the types of
products covered by the re-
use requirements (alcoholic
and non-alcoholic beverages).
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https://environment.ec.europa.eu/publications/commission-delegated-decision-exempting-certain-economic-operators-use-pallet-wrappings-and-straps_en

Regulatory reference

REFILL
Refilling is a specific preventive measure Article 28.
but it is not mandatory for all economic operators.

DEADLINES FOR BUSINESSES

From
1 January
From >
February @ Final distributors with a sales area of more than
> 400 m2 shall endeavour to allocate 10% of that
@ Final distributors in the hotel sector (excluding setles sree e Al EEeE G e Faed] Sl
micro-enterprises),restaurant sector and non-food products.
catering sector that use take-away packaging
shallprovide consumers with a system that
allows them to bring their own container to be
filled with cold or hot beverages or ready-
prepared food.
I 2027 I I 2030 I >
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